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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A linking information making device comprising: 
a service list acquisition unit which acquires a service list expressing 
respective services which execute predetermined proe e ssing processings of document data, the 
respective services being provided by service processing devices; 

an interface information acquisition unit which acquires from the respective 
service processing devices pieces of interface information corresponding to the respective 
service processing devices , the interface information including a method by which the 
predetermined processing is started ; and 

a linking information making unit which makes linking informatio n to be used 
for linking the predetermined processings based on the interface information which has been 
acquired by the interface information acquisition unit, the linking information Uniting th e 
r e sp e ctiv e s e rvic e s and b e ing us e d by a s e rvio e processing d e vic e having a function for 
starting a linking proc e ss that inolud e s e x e cution of th e r e sp e ctiv e s e rvic e s and transmits the 
linking information, the linking information including information to be displayed on a screen 
of a service processing devices and to be selected by a user operating the screen when the user 
instructs to start linking the predetermined processings; and 

a management unit which stores the transmitted linking information and further 

transmits the stored linking information to the service processing devices for displaying on 
the screen based on a request from the service processing devices . 
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2. (Currently Amended) A linking information making method comprising: 
a s e rvic e list acquisition step at which acquiring a service list expressing 
respective services, which execute predetermined proc e s s ing processings of document data, is 
acquir e d, the respective services being provided by service processing devices; 

nn interfile information acquisition st e p at which further acquiring pieces of 
interface information corresponding to the respective service processing devices are 
acquir e d from the respective service processing devices, the interface information including a 
method by which the predetermined processing is started ; and 

a linking information making step at whichm akjng linking information is 
mnH a 3 th e linking information b e in g to be used for linking the predetermined p rocessings 
based on the acquired pieces of the interface information, the linking information including 
information to be displayed on a screen of a service processing devices and to be selected by a 
user operating the screen when the user instructs to start the predetermined pro cessings; 
and tho int e rfac e information which has b ee n acquired at the int e rface information acquisition 
step, and the Uniting information linking the respective services and being us e d by a service 
processing device having a function for starting a linking process that includes execution of 



transmitting the linking information to the service processing devices based on 

a request from the service processing devices , 

3. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium that stores a 
program for controlling a computer to execute a processing for m aking linking information, 
having recorded a linking information making program, wherein by the programthe program 
including instructions for controlling the computer to execute : 
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acquiring a service list expressing respective services, which execute 
predetermined proc e ssin gp rocessings of document data, is acquir e d, the respective services 
being provided by service processing devices; 

interface information that corroopondo to th e respective service processing 



information, th e Uniting information linking the r e sp e ctiv e s e rvic e s and b e ing us e d by a 
servic e proc e ssing d e vic e having a function for starting a linking procoss that includ e s 
e x e cution of th e r e spective s e rvic e s 

further acquiring pieces of interface information corresponding to the 

respective service processing devices from the respective service processing devices, the 
interface information including a method by which the predetermined p rocessing is started: 

making linking information to be used for linking the predetermined 

processings based on the acquired pieces of the interface information, the linking information 
including information to be displayed on a screen of a service processing devi ces and to be 
selected bv a user operating the screen when the user instructs to start linking the 
predetermined processings; and 



a request from the service processing devices . 

4. (Currently Amended) A document processing system, comprising: 



service list transmitted from a search device and the pieces of the int erface information from 
the service processing devices via the search device, further comprising:? 




proc e ssing, which mak e s linking information bas e d on the acquir e d int e rfac e 



transmitting the linking information to the service processin g devices based on 



the linking information making device according to claim 1 which acquires the 
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a plurality of service processing devices which provide services for executing 
predetermined proe e ssin gp rocessings of document data and transmitthe pieces of semeethe 
interface information at any tim et o the search device ; and 

the search device provided with: a service information storage unit for storing 
the pieces of semee the interface information which have been transmitted at any tim e from 
currently-available service processing devices; a search unit for searching services 
corresponding to services, for which search has been requested, using the pieces of semeethe 
interface information which have been stored in the service information storage unit; and a 
transmission unit which transmits the service list based on the search results of the search 
unit. 

5. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, wherein the 
transmission unit of the search device transmit the service list expressing services which are 
services provided by currently-available service processing devices and correspond to 
services for which search has been requested, to the linking information making device. 

6. (Currently Amended) A document processing system according to claim 4, 
wherein the service processing devices transmit pieces of input information and pieces of 
output information on services, service names, and service information location as semeethe 
interface information. 

7. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, wherein the 
interface information acquisition unit of the linking information making device acquires 
pieces of service information location for accessing the respective service processing 
devices, from the search device, and acquires pieces of interface information from the service 
processing devices based on pieces of the acquired service information location. 

8-13. (Canceled) 
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1 4. (New) A linking information making device according to claim 1 , wherein the 
linking information is a file in an XML format. 

15. (New) A linking information making method according to claim 2, wherein 
the linking information is a file in an XML format. 

16. (New) A computer-readable recording medium according to claim 3, wherein 
the linking information is a file in an XML format. 
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